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Abstract 



An optical scanner having excellent optical performance and guiding a light beam from one curved mirror 
directly to a photoconductive drum without requiring a reflecting mirror. The optical scanner includes: a light 
source unit (1); an optical deflector (5) for deflecting a light beam from the light source unit so as to cause 
scanning; a first image formation optical system (2, 3) for forming a line image on a deflection surface of the 
optical deflector, which is disposed between the light source unit and the optica! deflector; and a second 
image formation optical system (7) composed of one curved mirror, which is disposed between the optical 
deflector and a surface (8) to be scanned. A light beam from the first image formation optical system is 
incident obliquely on a plane that is parallel to a main scanning direction and contains a line normal to the 
deflection surface of the optical deflector, and a light beam from the optical deflector is incident obliquely on 
a plane (hereinafter referred to as a "YZ plane") that is parallel to the main scanning direction and contains a 
line normal to a vertex of the curved mirror. A conditional formula of 10 < &thetas;M < 35 is satisfied, 
wherein &thetas;M indicates an angle in degrees between the YZ plane and a central axis of a light beam 



traveling toward the curved mirror. 
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